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Jamaica means sun, music, brotherhood... but

if you have been lucky enough to have visited this land you probably soon realized that what the outside world thinks is not at all the way things really are. What you might have associated with Jamaica quickly disappears as soon as you see the pervasive and serious problems afflicting the island, problems of day-to-day survival, corruption, and the violation of fundamental civil rights.

These problems are not the preserve of the Jamaican people alone. 

The message and the model that the culture and politics of Jamaica spread through reggae reach many nations and realities, and this must not be treated lightly.

In Italy, where reggae has taken root in a striking, almost unique way, we have also imported behavioural models which are utterly inappropriate, and unacceptable, i.e. the use of heavily sexist, domineering and disrespectful language; the unconditional use of marijuana, with no view to measured consumption and consequent reduction of harm; macho attitudes and sexual abuse of women;  and, finally, a dubious religious identification with Rastafarianism in its less tolerant forms, and, in our view, realistic.

Unfortunately, all too often people find themselves agreeing with the message, and sharing the language that the media impose through their excessive powers of persuasion. Here in Italy we find ourselves accepting reggae and its message without  the slightest critical awareness, not even when the lyrics are violent and racist, and against minorities and diversity.

Above all, the message that SOS Jamaica wants to send the outside world is that in Jamaica, dying a violent death, both in the streets and prison, after police questioning or police search, is getting more and more frequent (!)

It is important to note that the death penalty is still legal in Jamaica.

This is unacceptable to those who love Jamaica, reggae, and the message of peace, love, brotherhood, and hope that it has always spread all over the world, not only through the rhythm of its music but also through the significance of its lyrics, an inalienable heritage so vital to people who are driven by the search for solidarity and the struggle against racism.

What is SOS Jamaica?

SOS Jamaica was founded in Rome in 2001 as an “inform-action” movement and as a campaign to support associations whose primary goal is to provide death row prisoners in Jamaican jails with funds for trial expenses and supplies for survival, as well as to inform public opinion of the human rights violations on the island.

SOS Jamaica’s mission is:

· to give correct information about the political, social and cultural environment in Jamaica

· to aid Jamaican people in solving these serious problems

· to support initiatives which implement the basic rules for civilized behaviour and respect for human life

· to discourage and condemn the Jamaican authorities’ antidemocratic, violent behaviour and attitudes towards other human beings

· to plea for active participation in the island’s problems.

· to collaborate with Amnesty International sending petitions initiated by it to key figures in the Jamaican justice system and to release its documents, reports, video etc..   

The main destination for SOS Jamaica funds are for
· Pay the lawyers following some trials. Usually trials are concerning episodes of police brutality or police murderers

· Assist some of the families of people which have been abused

· Pay some money to afford the expenses for some campaigns such as domestic abuse, police brutality, children abuse

· Organizing cultural events, debates and conferences to inform public opinion of the situation In Jamaica

· Creating informational material, newspaper articles, self-produced tapes and videos

· Creating and managing the web site www.sosjamaica.org

SOS Jamaica Exhibition

“Jamaica wh’happen?” is an exhibition providing information about jamaican situation; it has 5 sections:

Jamaica: reggae, politics, survival: a historical overview from independence to the present, to help understand how this disturbing situation has come about.

The Jamaica nobody tells you about: Jamaica is not just palm trees and beaches. What is described will open your eyes to the hard and sad realities of life in Jamaica.

We want the truth: an act of accusation and a plea to the government of Jamaica to address these realities.

Rays of light: on the future of humanitarian organizations both in Jamaica and the world which have been established to fight these ills.

The reggae wall: actually, a wailing wall for reggae, since each brick is made for a reggae artist who has died in this tunnel of violence in Jamaica: how much longer must we witness this brutal elimination of so many young and promising artists?

Organizing  an SOS Jamaica Event in your city

Basic requirements suggested:

· Setting up a press conference/public meeting.

· Showing the informative exhibition ‘Jamaica wh’happen?’ 

· Setting up a video screening room for videos about the current  situation 

· Setting up a dance hall with sound system and selector at the controls, provided by the host of the event. SOS Jamaica can, when possible, find selectors who believe in and support the cause.

SOS Jamaica Events already realized:

· 2003, 25-26-27 july: Colfelice (FR) - Festival Positive Vibration 2003 - SOS Jamaica day

· 2003, 11 july: Osoppo (UD) – Reggae festival Rototom Sunsplash 2003 

· 2003, 9 june: Roma - Libreria Bibli – “Giamaica: sun, music and violated human rights” – Public conference organized by Amnesty International 

· 2003, 1 march: Roma - Al Barcone – “Gritalo!” – Carnival night for Jamaica organized by Amnesty International

· 2003, 22 february: Milano – Centro Sociale Leoncavallo – “ROOTS AND CULTURE” – itineraries trough the 'reggae' universe 

· 2003, 23 january: Roma – Centro Sociale Brancaleone - SOS Jamaica meets One Love & friends 

· 2002, 24 december: Bassano (VI) - Reggae Christmas with SOS Jamaica

· 2002, 13 september: Belluno - Ska-Reggae-Rocksteady festival

· 2002, 9 august: Rosolini (SR) -  Sikula Reggae Festival 

· 2002, 28 june: Osoppo (UD) – Reggae festival Rototom Sunsplash 2002 
· 2002, 24 and 25 may: Minitour del Triveneto - SOS Jamaica triveneto tour 

· 2002, 11 may: Bologna - Container – SOS Jamaica event + tribute to Bob Marley night 

· 2002, 6 april: Milano – Centro Sociale Cascina Torchiera – SOS Jamaica event

· 2002, 5 april: Pisa - Circolo Arci Agorà - SOS Jamaica event

· 2002, 15-16-17 march: Travesio (PN) - Locanda Prealpi -PORTOBELLO REGGAE 2002 

· 2002, 23 february: Altamura (BA) - Palazzetto dello sport - Kymani Marley for SOS Jamaica (cancelled)

· 2002, 16 february: Milano – Centro Sociale Pergola - SOS Jamaica event

· 2001, 15 december: Bari - Centro Sociale Coppola Rossa  - SOS Jamaica event

· 2001, 7 december: Roma - Centro Sociale Villaggio Globale - SOS Jamaica event
In order to get more information about the SOS Jamaica campaign like pictures, press articles and other please visit our website www.sosjamaica.org 

in order to deepen the argument

A few cases...

The Braeton Massacre: 7 innocent young people killed in cold blood

On 14 March 2001, the police killed seven young men at a house in Braeton, Kingston. The police claimed the men fired upon them after some 60 officers arrived at the house and requested them to give themselves up. According to the police, all seven were killed when the gun fire was returned. However,  residents in the area claim they heard the men pleading for officers to spare their lives before the police took the men back inside the house one at a time and apparently executed them.   A pathologist, sent by Amnesty International, observed the autopsies and noted that six of the seven youths had been shot in the head, with at least one shot fired at close range, and concluded that it was ''highly unlikely'' that the shooting occurred in the manner suggested by the police and that the pattern of gunshot wounds was ''more consistent'' with the theory that the men were shot from inside the house.
Janice Allen: 13 years old, shot and killed in the back

Janice Allen was out on the street with her sister when she was shot at by the police. The depositions of eyewitnesses state that a policeman took aim and fired directly at Janice.

On May 15 2001 policemen threatened to kill Janice’s family.

Janice’s brother, Aundre Lindo, was arrested, put in jail, and tortured without being charged for over 12 hours. He was released thanks to the efforts of a local human rights group.

The trial was undeniably difficult, but this time, thanks also to the funds raised by SOS Jamaica, the trial was monitored, and proceeded in a proper fashion. The policeman who shot Janice was charged, and the judge authorized legal proceedings against him. Millicent Allen, Janice’s mother, publicly thanked “the Italian reggae brothers & sisters for their help and their warmness. God bless them!”

West Kingston Massacre: 27 dead and over 60 wounded

Between the 7th and the 10th July 2001 there were large scale disturbances throughout Jamaica, most significantly in the West Kingston area of the capital. The Jamaican Constabulary Force (JCF) initially claimed to have gone into the area to seize illegal weapons, which they understood were present, following intelligence received. This operation began in the early hours of the 5th July. The JCF together with the Jamaican Defence Force (JDF) state that they soon came under attack from armed men and used lethal force in order to respond.  

As a result, at least 27 people were killed and over 60 were reported seriously injured. Two of the dead were members of the security forces.  



For some three days many of the population of West Kingston were not able to leave their homes. Bodies of the dead were left to lie in the streets as it was not possible to remove them due to the constant gunfire.  
Autho Matthew Mullins: Rastaman disarmed and killed in the hills

July 28, 2000 – 20 years old

Police reported that they were shot at. They returned the fire and a man was found with gunshot wounds. He was later pronounced dead at hospital.

Matthew’s uncle says Matthew was held by police at about 6.00 am when he went to bathe in the river. He showed his ID when police questioned him, and he gave them the name of someone who could vouch for him. He was handcuffed and put to lie face down on the ground next to a man who admits to being a gunman.  The gunman begged for Matthew’s life and said Matthew was in no way associated with any criminal activity. The police killed Matthew in cold blood, and fired three bullets from the gunman’s gun so it would appear a shootout took place. The gunman hit a policeman and ran. He was only grazed by the bullets that police fired at him.  The gunman provided an account of the police killing to a radio station.

Matthew’s uncle mentioned seeing ten bodies at the morgue. Family members present said all the bodies were there as a result of police killings. 

Patrick Genius: Shot in the neck while his hands were raised

Patrick Genius, a 33 year-old welder, stall-holder and father of three children, was fatally shot by the police in August Town, Kingston, on 13 December 1999. The circumstances of the shooting suggest that it amounted to an extrajudicial killing. 

Eye witnesses indicated that Patrick Genius was detained by several plain clothes police officers travelling in an unmarked police car as he rode his bicycle. Witnesses stated that Patrick Genius had his hands up in the air before he was shot at close range in the head.

Michel Gayle: Handicapped boy kicked to death by soldiers and police at a blockade

On September 21, 1999, soldiers and police officers fatally beat 26-year-old Michael Gayle.  The night of the incident a curfew was imposed on the areas of Olympic Gardens, Seaward Drive and Sterling Ave.  Though curfew orders are supposed to be publicised, this was not done, so the communities had no warning about the restriction of their freedoms.  Around 7:30 pm Michael Gayle left his home in Olympic Gardens on his bicycle.  As he rode up to a curfew barricade, the police and soldiers present reminded him of the curfew.  Michael, who at the time was suffering from clinical depression, insisted on getting through.  As a result of his questioning of authority, an argument ensued; he was then punched kicked and hit by police officers and soldiers.  Other soldiers and police officers stood around idle as his beating took place.  Michael was then taken to the Olympic Gardens Police Station in an unconscious state.  He then began to vomit food and blood and was then taken to Kingston Pubic Hospital and was released at 6:00am and charged with assaulting a police officer and resisting arrest.  He continued to vomit and experience pain as a result of his beating and was taken to the Kingston Public Hospital where he began to vomit faeculent material and was rushed to the emergency room where he was later pronounced dead.  The autopsy reported that he died as a result of a ruptured stomach.

Amnesty International 2005 report on Jamaica
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	Jamaica

	 

	JAMAICA
Head of state: Queen Elizabeth II, represented by Howard Felix Cooke
Head of government: Percival James Patterson
Death penalty: retentionist
International Criminal Court: signed
UN Women’s Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women’s Convention: not signed



Covering events from January - December 2004

Reports of police brutality and excessive use of force by police and the armed forces continued. The number of police officers charged with murder increased, but there were no convictions. At least 100 people were killed by the police, many in circumstances suggesting they were extrajudicially executed. 
Conditions of detention frequently amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. At least two people were sentenced to death; there were no executions.

Background

Large sections of the population continued to live in poverty. The economy showed signs of improvement but remained dire. The situation was exacerbated by the devastation caused by Hurricane Ivan in September. Jamaican society continued to suffer from high level of violence; at least 1,445 people were reportedly murdered, including 12 police officers.

Unlawful killings

The authorities gave differing figures on the number of people killed by the police. National human rights groups believed the figure of 130 to be accurate. Many of these killings may have been unlawful. For the fifth consecutive year, no police officers were brought to justice for their involvement in cases of unlawful killing, although some were under investigation.

· In March, Phillip Baker, Craig Vacianna and taxi driver Omar Graham were killed by police in Burnt Savannah. All were shot in the head. The police claimed that they returned fire after the men got out of the taxi and shot at them. Local residents claimed the three men were killed one at a time after being forced to kneel down. Omar Graham reportedly begged for his life before he was shot.

· In September, Sandra Sewell and Gayon Alcott were fatally shot in disputed circumstances in August Town by members of the Jamaican Defence Force. According to members of the local community, Gayon Alcott was shot after being challenged for smoking marijuana and then shot again as he tried to flee. Sandra Sewell was killed as she crouched to avoid the gunfire. Soldiers claimed they were fired upon and then returned fire and that an automatic gun was recovered from the scene of the crime.

Impunity

Investigations into alleged extrajudicial executions remained inadequate. Police officers often failed to protect crime scenes, allowing forensic evidence to be destroyed, lost or damaged. Statements from officers involved in fatal shootings were often taken after long delays. A government pledge to strengthen investigations into police killings failed to materialize.

· In March, the prosecution of a police officer charged with the murder in 2000 of 13-year-old Janice Allen collapsed after the state failed to present any evidence and the prosecution told the court that a police officer whose testimony was vital was not in the country; this later transpired to be untrue and the officer was available to give evidence. The family of Janice Allen unsuccessfully appealed against the officer’s acquittal.

· In December, two police officers were acquitted of the murder of seven-year-old Romaine Edwards who died after the officers shot into the yard were he was standing, allegedly at a wanted criminal. Romaine Edwards’ parents denied that any armed men were present when he was shot.

In April, the Prime Minister announced that the Police Public Complaints Authority would be relocated and its staffing increased. The office was relocated but no significant increase in personnel was reported to have occurred.

There was an increase in the number of officers charged with unlawful killings committed while on duty. They included six police officers charged in April with the murder of four people in Crawle in May 2003, and three police officers charged in May with the murder of Jason Smith in 2002. The trial of six officers in connection with the murder of seven young men in Braeton in March 2001 was scheduled to begin in January 2005.

Death penalty

In July, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the UK, the highest court of appeal for Jamaica, ruled that mandatory death sentences for capital murder violated the Constitution. The ruling requires that all those currently under sentence of death be given new sentencing hearings in order to present mitigating evidence to the court.

Torture and ill-treatment

There were continuing reports of ill-treatment, possibly amounting to torture, in police custody. Conditions in prison and other places of detention were harsh and in many cases amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.

· Conditions at the Tower Street Correctional Centre led to a hunger strike by prisoners. Inmates were reportedly held six to a cell of approximately 3m x 2m.

There was a reported drop in violence between inmates, but numerous prisoners were killed during the year.

· In September, Mark Frazier was allegedly killed by other prisoners in Montego Bay Freeport police lockup. However, local residents alleged that he was beaten by police officers while being taken into custody.

Violence against women

According to government figures, at least 550 rapes of women were reported to the authorities between January and July. Many of those raped declined to report the assault. In November, a government minister stated that one in five women aged between 15 and 19 are subjected to forced sexual intercourse.

Human rights defenders, gay men and lesbians

Those involved in defending human rights continued to face hostility. In November, the Police Federation called for human rights groups to cease their “illegal interference” and urged the government to charge them with sedition.

In November, the human rights organization Human Rights Watch released a report on abuses against gay men and lesbians, Hated to Death: Homophobia, Violence and Jamaica’s HIV/AIDS Epidemic. Following the publication of the report, the gay and lesbian community also reported a rise in attacks and threats against homosexuals.

AI country visits

In October AI sent a pathologist to observe the autopsies of Sandra Sewell and Gayon Alcott. In November an AI delegation visited Jamaica to hold talks with national human rights groups.

